The Effect of the War on Me!
In this activity, your students will be creating a book that will resemble a diary from the Civil War.  Ask each student to pretend they are living during the Civil War and respond to the following entries using a word processing program:

You are a soldier in the Union Army and you have been training under your commander before the war has started.  What would your day be like?  How do you feel about slavery?  Do you feel that if there is a war it will last long, why or why not?

You are a soldier in the Confederate Army after the First Battle of Manassas.  What was the battle like?  Did you feel you were prepared for War?  What was it like to see Thomas Jackson “standing like a stone wall?”

You are a black soldier fighting at Gettysburg (You can decide if you are fighting for the Union or Confederacy).  Why did you decide to fight in the War?  Why are you fighting for this side?  How will your life be different once the war is over?

You are a woman living in the South after Sherman’s March to the Sea.  What is your home like now?  How are you going to feed and clothe your family?  Where is your husband or father?  How has the War affected your daily life?

You are a freed slave.  Where are you going to live?  How are you going to support yourself and your family?  How has the War changed your life?
